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Nigeria directed Mobile 

Network Operators 

(MNOs) to bar outgoing 

calls on subscriber?s 

allotted line(s) yet to be 

linked with the National 

Identification Number 

(NIN) database.

It was reported that the National Identity 

Management Commission (NIMC) has issued over 78 

Million unique NINs till date, and over 125 million 

SIMs have had their NINs submitted for immediate 

linkage, verification and authentication, while 

estimated 72 million telecoms subscribers where 

affected following the directive by the FG to 

commence the enforcement of the Policy on all SIMs 

issued (existing and new) in Nigeria.

It would be recalled that President Muhammadu 

Buhari gave the directive through Professor Isa 

Pantami, the Minister of Communications and Digital 

he Federal 

Government of 
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Economy, for the implementation 

and commencement of the exercise 

in December 2020, as part of the 

administration?s security and social 

policies. 

However, many Nigerians have 

questioned the potency of the 

NIN-SIM linkage, particularly as acts 

of terrorism, kidnapping, banditry, 

armed robbery and arson, have 

continued unabated.

Some are asking why intelligence 

has failed the security agencies 

despite the NIN-SIM linkage which 

they believe have failed to yield 

expected results.

But in a chat  on ?Solving the 

National Security Challenges Using 

Technology?, Professor Adesina 

Sodiya, the President, Nigeria 

Computer Society, said the issue 

has been in the front burner, 

however, the citizens must 

understand that NIN-SIM linkage 

alone cannot solve the social vices.

He said had set up a Technical 

Committee to recommend possible 

technological interventions to assist 

the security agencies to tackle the 

menace.

Prof. Sodiya speaks:

?We even set up an in-house 

technical committee which I told 

you about the last time we chatted. 

The committee has been 

strategizing, coming up with 

adoptable and implementable 

solutions towards solving our 

national security using technology.

?The committee submitted the 

report and NCS as a body has made 

recommendations to the 

appropriate quarters including 

Office the National Security Adviser 

(ONSA), the military, etc. The central 

message of that report is how to 

leverage technology to drive 

intelligent gathering, using 

unmanned devices to monitor these 

criminal elements, and even how to 

leverage listening devices to tap into 

their network and obtain 

intelligence. These devices can be 

deployed in critical areas. Well, 

some of them acknowledged our 

proposal. However, we shall 

continue to speak until the country 

is salvaged.

Nobody is proud of what is 

happening in the country, especially 

where we have been listed among 

?Top 10 Hungry Nations?.

.....Nigeria Computer Society holds 2022 Artificial Intelligence Summit in Style                               Contd. from Pg  1
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?We have also been listed among 

the ?Top 20 Most Dangerous 

Nations? in the world. These 

statistics are not good for our 

country. The criminals who set 

these records for the country must 

be flushed out. It is heartbreaking to 

?see? bandits attack a train.

?If we flash out minds back to few 

months ago, one of the reasons the 

government insisted on 

implementing the policy on NIN-SIM 

linkage was because of security. 

Security is on the top three agenda 

of President Muhammadu Buhari?s 

administration.

?Well, the issue is that NIN-SIM 

linkage policy on its own will not 

solve our problem. But it is a step 

towards solving our problems. With 

NIN-SIM linkage you can have an 

idea where a call is coming, who 

used the line, who registered the 

line ? the three must be brought to 

book to nib insecurity in the bud.

From our investigations, many 

criminals have been apprehended 

because of the NIN-SIM linkage 

policy. At the same time, we need to 

deal with radicalization of the 

citizens by some ideologists who are 

bent on causing disaffection in the 

country. It is not ideology vs 

technology. Technology can work to 

the extent it was deployed and 

configured, but ideology spreads 

like wild fire.

?So, tackling our security challenges 

requires collective effort. In most 

cases, the communities need to 

provide intelligence to the security 

agencies to then deploy technology. 

On the other hands, professionals 

need to be involved. If we are 

talking about smart city, smart 

security, drones, artificial 

intelligence, and other emerging 

technologies that can help to 

combat insecurity, then we need to 

recruit professionals into the 

security apparatuses of the nation 

to assist in deploying and manning 

the gadgets. We can?t rely on trial 

and error to combat insecurity; and 

the Nigeria Computer Society (NCS) 

is always ready to assist the 

government in this regard?.

.....Nigeria Computer Society holds 2022 Artificial Intelligence Summit in Style          Contd. from Pg  2
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Sodiya: Niger ia Must  Devel op Capabil it ies 
in Emer ging Technol ogies

Adesina Sodiya, speaks on the 

need for Nigeria to develop 

capabilit ies in emerging 

technologies that will drive 

national development, among 

other burning issues. Emma 

Okonji presents the excerpts: 

What  is your  view  about  t he 

use of  t echnology in dr iving 

nat ional developm ent  in 

t odays? digit al era?

Skills in Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

and Robotics are key in 

developing capabilit ies of a 

country, but very few 

Information Technology (IT) 

professionals in Nigeria are in 

the area of AI and Robotics. As a 

nation we need the full adoption 

of emerging technology skills 

and NCS is encouraging 

Nigerians to develop digital skills 

in emerging technologies. We 

need to adopt AI in Health, 

Agriculture, Communications, 

e-Commerce, Education, among 

others to drive national 

development.

How w il l  you descr ibe t he 

digit al econom y policy of  

governm ent , and how is t he 

policy dr iving nat ional 

developm ent ?

Towards the end of 2019, the 

federal government, through the 

Head of Service, issued a policy 

that all Ministries, Departments 

and Agencies (MDAs) of 

government should begin the 

process of digitising their 

operations and processes. NCS 

wrote to head of service, telling 

him that NCS will partner 

government in implementing 

the policy. It is of interest to NCS 

to see that all government 

processes are automated and 

the first process of automation 

is digitalisation. Physical file and 

processes cannot be automated 

he President, Nigeria 

Computer Society, Professor T
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without digitising the files and 

processes. 

To achieve this, government 

must create the department of 

Information Technology (IT) in all 

MDAs to drive digitisation of 

government services and 

processes. Today not all MDAs 

of government have IT 

department. Most federal 

ministries do not have separate 

department for IT and this is 

miss-normal, because 

government cannot talk of 

automating services of MDAs to 

drive digital transformation in 

government, when it has not 

created IT departments to drive 

the initiative. If we do not have a 

separate department of IT, it will 

be difficult for government to 

achieve its mandate on digital 

transformation in civil service. 

As an advocacy group, NCS will 

continue to seek partnership 

with government on digital skills 

and digitisation of government 

services and processes. 

What  has been t he result  of  

NCS? advocacy and prom ot ion 

of  IT developm ent  in Niger ia?

When the current 

administration of NCS came on 

board in 2019, we discovered 

that many did not know about 

the contributions of NCS on IT 

development in Nigeria, even 

when NCS has existed for more 

than 40 years and we decided to 

create that awareness among 

Nigerians. We put up our own 

strategies to ensure that we take 

NCS and its contributions to the 

nooks and crannies of this 

country. In 2019, some of our 

activities were put on hold 

because of the COVID-19, but 

we have since resumed some of 

those activities and we will 

continue to engage online with 

individuals and organisations. 

We have had engagements with 

banks and corporate 

organisations in the past.

As part of our strategies, we 

ensured that all the Chapters of 

.....Sodiya: Nigeria Must Develop Capabilities in Emerging Technologies     Contd. from Pg 4
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NCS were active and vibrant. In 

2019, we had only nine Chapters 

of NCS, but as of today, we have 

27 active chapters across 

different states of the country, 

and a total of 15,000 members 

across the country. NCS is a 

member international 

technology bodies and we are 

recognised internationally.

President Muhammadu Buhari?s 

administration is focused on the 

policy of attaining full digital 

economy for Nigeria and NCS, 

as an advocacy group, has been 

in full support of the policy. The 

Minister of Communications 

and Digital Economy, Dr. Isa 

Ibrahim Pantami has been at 

the forefront in driving digital 

transformation policies in the 

country and NCS has been in 

support of most of the policies, 

especially the Data Protection 

Policy that is very dear to NCS. 

NCS is also in support of the 

federal government policy on 

NIN-SIM registration because it 

will help to address insecurity in 

the country and also in 

identifying Nigerians on any 

network they are registered 

with. It will help to identify 

bandits, terrorists and 

kidnappers who are involved in 

different criminal activities. This 

is because once a line is 

registered with any operator, 

the operator automatically have 

the details of the subscriber and 

the geolocation of such 

subscriber could be traced and 

tracked, if the person if found 

wanting. No nation can grow 

without having full knowledge of 

her people and that is what 

NIN-SIM registration and linkage 

is all about. However the federal 

government must ensure it uses 

the policy to effectively achieve 

what it is designed to achieve. 

What  is your  t ake on yout h 

developm ent  and innovat ion 

in Niger ia?

NCS understands and 

appreciates what the youths in 

.....Sodiya: Nigeria Must Develop Capabilities in Emerging Technologies     Contd. from Pg 5
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Nigeria are doing in terms of 

developing products and 

solutions that are viable and 

marketable. We have up-coming 

technology startup companies 

that are doing well both in 

Nigeria and outside of Nigeria. 

NCS has been at the forefront, 

supporting youths activities, 

especially in digital innovation. 

We have worked with several of 

them and we have been able to 

transform their ideas and 

products into viable and 

marketable products. Our target 

at NCS is to guide and support 

youths innovation that will result 

in solutions that could be 

deployed within and outside of 

the country in order to increase 

Nigeria?s foreign exchange 

earnings. To achieve this, NCS 

created tech programs like: Tech 

Innovation program and the 

NCS Hackathon, which seek to 

train Nigerian youths on digital 

skills acquisition. We have 

increased our project needs for 

our tech innovation program 

from N50 million to N250 

million, because we want to 

expand our scope. We 

appreciate the Chairman of 

Zinox Group, Leo Stan Ekeh for 

supporting the program. Call for 

entry for the 2022 edition just 

ended and we will soon call for 

pitching to select 10 

beneficiaries in this edition. Our 

focus this year is hinged on 

three models: Transformation 

into a business model where 

NCS will provide the initial 

support that will help them 

setup a business; Helping 

entrepreneurs to develop and 

market products; Giving the 

product to an organisation to 

adopt it and market it.

.....Sodiya: Nigeria Must Develop Capabilities in Emerging Technologies     Contd. from Pg 6
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NCS Insist s on Adopt ion of  Emer ging Technol ogies 
t o Addr ess Niger ia?s Gr owing Secur it y Chal l enges

coupled with the impunity with 

which bandits attack communities 

at will, the Nigeria Computer Society 

(NCS), the umbrella body of all 

computer professionals in the 

country, has insisted that the 

adoption of emerging technologies 

would help to address the situation.

President of NCS, Prof. Adesina 

Sodiya, who said this in an interview 

with THISDAY Newspaper in Lagos, 

explained that the impunity was 

getting out of hand and also making 

the federal government to look 

helpless, but he insisted that the 

adoption of emerging technologies 

like Artificial Intelligence (AI), 

Augmented Realities (AR), Robotics 

and the use of drones and 

unmanned vehicles, would help to 

checkmate those perpetrators that 

are involved in the act and those 

instigating others into horrific 

crimes in the country.

?NCS is suggesting the use of drones 

and unmanned vehicles, and other 

emerging technologies to monitor 

criminal activities in the country. We 

have the capabilit ies and the 

resources, what we need is 

collaboration from the federal 

government to address insecurity in 

Nigeria,? Sodiya said.

He further said: ?NCS has a technical 

committee on national security and 

the committee has been working for 

quite sometime now and it has 

come up with its report, which NCS 

has forwarded to the Office of the 

National Security Adviser (ONSA), 

Military Intelligence Formations and 

to all security organisations of 

government. The report itself is 

centred around how best we can 

use technology for intelligence 

gathering and how to use various 

devices to monitor insecurity across 

the country. We took interest in this 

because of the level of insecurity 

across the country, which is 

currently threatening development 

and unity of the country.?

Analysing the effect of insecurity in 

Nigeria, Sodiya said he became 

more worried when Nigeria was 

recently ranked among the top 10 

orried about the growing 

security challenges in Nigeria, W
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nations with high security risks, as 

well as among the top 10 poor 

nations that have been ravaged by 

insecurity, insisting that such 

ranking is not good for us as a 

nation.

The professor of Computer Science 

said those perpetrating evil in the 

country were doing so with 

impunity and that government 

seems helpless. He however said 

Nigeria would need the adoption of 

emerging technologies to address 

all of these. 

He also said the ongoing 

registration to obtain National 

Identification Number (NIN) and the 

linking of NIN to Subscriber 

Identification Module (SIM), which 

was introduced by the federal 

government with the intention to 

address insecurity in the country, is 

a good initiative, but explained that 

the NIN-SIM linkage policy of 

government, must be well 

implemented. ?Nigerians are 

currently facing challenges because 

of the policy but I know it will only 

last for some time and eventually 

ease off. Those whose SIMs have 

been barred, should do their best to 

resend their NIN to their network 

operators for revaluation and 

linkage. The situation where those 

who kidnapped people, still use 

mobile phones with registered SIM 

cards to call families of their victims 

to negotiate for ransom, is absurd 

and should stop. One of the ways to 

stop it, is to ensure that all SIMs are 

duly registered such that people 

could be traced to their 

geographical locations, when 

necessary,? Sodiya said. 

NCS, he said, recently had its 

Artificial Intelligence Summit in 

Nasarawa State, where it set up a 

working group on AI and Robotics, 

and mandated the working group to 

further escalate discussions on AI 

and Robotics, and to come up with 

workable ideas and solutions, with 

which the NCS will use in making 

useful recommendations to 

government on AI and Robotics 

development and adoption in 

Nigeria. 

.....NCS Insists on Adoption of Emerging Technologies to Address Nigeria?s Growing Security Challenges Contd. from Pg 8
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NCS ur ges al l  MDAs t o est abl ish 
an IT depar t ment

for all information technology (IT) 

professionals in Nigeria, has urged for 

the creation of IT departments in 

federal, state, and local government 

Ministries, Departments, and 

Agencies (MDAs).

During a conversation with news 

journalists in Lagos, Professor 

Adesina Sodiya, President of NCS, 

emphasized the importance of the 

government creating an IT 

department in all MDAs.

In today?s digital world, where 

knowledge-based capabilit ies in IT are 

driving development, he said the 

creation of an IT Department will 

assist government drive IT 

development much more quickly.

?Towards the close of 2019, the 

federal government, through the 

Head of Service, announced a policy 

requiring all MDAs to begin the 

process of digitizing their operations 

and processes,? according to NCS 

President.

?NCS is interested in seeing that all 

government operations are 

automated, with digitalisation being 

the initial step in that process.? There 

is no way to automate physical files 

and operations without first digitizing 

them. ?As an advocacy organization, 

NCS will continue to seek 

collaboration with the government on 

digital skills and the digitalisation of 

government services and processes,? 

Sodiya stated.

He did say, however, that in order to 

accomplish automation in 

government circles, all MDAs should 

establish a Department of 

Information Technology to advance 

digitisation of government services 

and processes.

?Today, not all government MDAs 

have an IT Department. Most federal 

ministries lack an IT department, 

which is abnormal because 

governments cannot talk about 

automating MDA services to drive 

digital transformation in government 

without first establishing IT 

departments. It will be difficult for the 

administration to meet its mandate 

on digital transformation in the civil 

service if we do not have a distinct 

Department of IT,? Sodiya remarked.

he Nigeria Computer Society 

(NCS), the umbrella organization T
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NCS ATTENDED THE WORLD CREATIVITY 
AND INNOVATION DAY CELEBRATION

Celebration with the theme   

?Creativity And Innovation: 

Powering Collaboration for a 

Sustainable Digital Economy?  

targeted at encouraging creativity 

and innovation amongst the 

youths to 

drive a 

sustainable 

digital 

economy 

was hosted 

by NCAIR, 

the Office 

for Nigerian 

Digital Innovation (ONDI) and 

subsidiary offices of the National 

Information Technology 

Development Agency (NITDA), at 

the National Center for Artificial 

Intelligence and Robotics (NCAIR), 

Wuse District, Abuja on the 21st 

April, 2022, with participants drawn 

from both far and near amongst 

the federal MDAs and the young 

innovators across the country.

In his goodwill message, Mr. Rex 

Abitogun, who represented the 

President of Nigeria Computer 

Society, Professor Adesina S. 

Sodiya congratulated the Center 

for the initiative, stressing that for 

a sustainable digital economy, 

Artificial Intelligence should be fully 

adopted. 

Nigeria 

Computer 

Society, on its 

part, has 

continuously 

demonstrated 

its 

commitment 

to ensuring that AI is fully adopted 

in Nigeria's Technology space with 

reference to the first-ever NCS 

Artificial Intelligence Summit 

recently held at Lafia, Nasarawa 

State. Mr. Abitogun used the 

opportunity to invite all 

participants to the forthcoming 

NCS International Conference with 

the theme ?Smart, Secure & 

Sustainable Nation? slated for 

August, 2nd - 4th, 2022 in 

he Second Edition of the World 

Creativity and Innovation Day T
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Abeokuta, Ogun State.

The Celebration featured amongst 

others, ?Innovation Pitch 

Competition?. Five Startups; namely 

-Fascinate Technologies, Green AI, 

FuelIntellisense, Bridgeinspace, 

and XCMED pitched their solutions. 

Fascinate Technologies solution - 

on telemedicine, Green AI - on 

agriculture, Fuelintellisense - on 

transport, Bridgeinspace  - on 

smart waste bin and XCMED - on a 

smart cane for the visually 

impaired. 

A five-man panel of Judges was on 

the ground to assess these 

start-ups and the result came out 

as follows:

Green AI- first position (Two Million 

Naira) prize; Fuelintellisense ? 

second position (One Million, Five 

Hundred Thousand Naira) Prize; 

Bridgeinspace - third, position (One 

million naira); XCMED and 

Fascinate Technology ? fourth and 

fifth positions (five hundred naira) 

respectively.

In attendance among others were:

- Honourable Minister of 

Communications and Digital 

Economy, Prof. Isah Ali 

Ibrahim Pantami FNCS

- National Director, NCAIR, Engr. 

Yau I. Garba

- Director-General, National 

Information Technology 

Development Agency (NITDA), 

Mallam Kashifu Inuwa

- Reps from Abuja Enterprise 

Agency

- Reps from University of Lagos

- Reps from Bureau of Public 

Procurement

- Chairman Conferences 

Committee-NCS, Mr. Ayodeji 

Rex Abitogun FNCS 

- NCS North Central Zonal 

Coordinator, Mr. Bayo 

Onimode

- NCS Abuja Liaison Officer, Mr. 

Sunday Songo
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NCS REPRESENTED AT THE FINAL BURIAL OF t he 
MOTHER OF OUR Chair man, EDUCATION Commit t ee 
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NIGERIA COMPUTER SOCIETY

FOR SUBMISSIONS OF 
ARTICLE OR EVENT
 KINDLY CONTACT  

EMAIL: 
e-voice@ncs.org.ng 

FOR ADVERT 
PLACEMENT
CONTACT:

0806 136 4681, 
0803 779 1078.
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NCS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
2022

Sub-t hem es:
The thematic areas for this conference fall 
into three main areas: Smart, Secure, and 
Sustainable Nation. Authors are encouraged 
to align their submissions accordingly.
1. Sm ar t  Nat ion- Focus w il l  be on 
design, regulat ory, secur it y, and audit ing 
issues. Key t hem at ic areas are

- Intelligent Cities- Design and 
Regulatory Framework

- e-Governance And Policy Framework
- e-Health and Smart Healthcare
- Precision and Intelligence Agriculture
- Regulation and Digital Consumer 

Privacy 
- Smart Security and Surveillance 

System
- Software Systems and Architectures
- Applications and Tools
- Big Data Analytics and Applications
- Artificial Intelligence and Applications
- Computer Networks, Mobility and 

Pervasive Systems
2. Secure Nat ion - The focus here w il l  
be on t he deploym ent  of  ICT solut ions 
t hat  handle issues relat ing t o ssyet m  
secur it y

- Critical National Infrastructure
- Intelligent and Decision Support 

Systems
- Cyber Security 
- Call Tracking & Counter-Terrorism 
- Computer Forensics & Information 

Auditing
- IT Governance and Ethics (Suggestion)
- Virus/Antivirus 
- 5g Technology and Industrial 

Revolution

3. Sust ainable Nat ion - The focus here 
is on digit al inclusiveness

- Citizen Engagement: Security, Privacy, 
and Trust

- Digital Economy and Technopreneur
- ICT in Education - The Future of 

Learning
- Future of Work: Ergonomics and Smart 

Culture 
- Innovative Skills, Youth Innovation and 

Sustainable Productivity
- ICT Regulation 
- Media, Applied Technology, and 

Communication 
- Social Computing/Interactions

Im por t ant  Dat es
Full Paper Submission Deadline - March 31, 
2022 
Notification of Acceptance    - April 30, 2022
Final Manuscript & Registration - June 15, 
2022
Conference Date         - August 02-04, 2022

he theme for the conference is Smart, 
Secure, and Sustainable Nation (S3N 
2022)T
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NCS Nat ional Secret ar iat  (Head Quar t ers):

Plot  10, Ot unba Jobi Fele Way, Behind MKO Abiola 
Garden

Alausa, Ikeja ? Lagos, Niger ia

E-m ail: ncs@ncs.org.ng  

Telephone:   +234 (0)8097744600, 09038353783

Abuja Of f ice:

Plot  1321, Aderem i Adesoji St reet , Cadast ral Zone 
B1, by Hot  FM, Gudu Dist r ict , Abuja

Telephone: 09-2907287, 234-(0)703-302-0271
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