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President of Nigeria 

Computer Society (NCS) in 

July 2019. He is also a lecturer 

at the Department of 

Computer Science, Federal 

University of Agriculture, 

Abeokuta, (FUNAAB), Ogun 

State (Nigeria).

Sodiya who served as the 

immediate past president, Information Technology Systems 

and Security Professionals (ITSSP), an IT Security interest 

group under NCS, was elected at the Society?s 14th 

International Conference held at the International Hotel, 

Gombe State.

NCS? members reposed great confidence in Prof. Sodiya as 

someone with the experience, pedigree and expertise 

required for the apex job at the Society, especially as his 

campaign promises were premised on ?to refoot and give 

NCS a new direction?.

Thus, by July it will be exactly two years of piloting the affairs 

of NCS. A media house approached the President to 

ascertain how his leadership has fared in the pursuit of the 

promises anchored on; promoting members? interest, 

leading an inclusive development of IT profession, 

rofessor Simon Adesina 

Sodiya was elected 

Pr o f . Ades ina Sod iya?s  20 mont hs+ 
s t ewar dship as  Pr es ident  o f  NCS
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repositioning NCS in the global rating and 

to lead youth development driven 

leadership.

He also met a gigantic project; which is 

the construction of five-story building for 

the new secretariat. How far has he gone 

on this project despite the novel 

Coronavirus Pandemic among sundry 

issues. 

Achievem ent s:

In his words, ?When you come to an 

office with clear intentions and have put 

strategies in place, you are not going to 

find some of the things difficult to 

achieve them. Before I became the 

president I was in the NEC (of NCS) for 

about 8 years. I am fully aware of 

developments in NCS.

Running a Society like this is more of 

serving the interest of your members. 

Many of them are joining the association 

for professional development. So, they 

will measure your performance based on 

how well they are gaining in that area. 

Therefore, we considered serving 

members? interest as crucial. We have 

focused majorly on education; helping 

members to be update to date with 

emerging technologies. Don?t forget that 

this is a dynamic discipline with changes 

almost daily. We have had a number of 

capacity building programs.

?In the area of research and 

development, we have created digital 

library for our members. All our articles 

and journals are now available to 

members, online.

?On NCS-government relationship, we 

have stepped up engagements and 

continue to make impacts on policy 

developments. In areas where we 

needed to challenge the government we 

have done that constructively.

In the area of membership, we have 

continued to attract attention of 

practitioners who weren?t considering 

joining NCS before now. During our 

induction ceremony in year 2020 we 

were able to get 800 new members. That 

means our efforts are paying off. We 

have set new target for this year. We are 

looking at getting up to 1000 IT 

practitioners for induction.

?We used to be members of IFIP ? 

International Federation of Information 

Processing. At a point our membership 

was terminated. Now, we have 

reconnected to the body. We have also 

renewed our membership of the British 

Computer Society (BCS). And more 

international recognitions are coming for 

NCS.

The challenges:

?Well, they are not peculiar to NCS. The 

challenges are faced by all professional 

bodies which is having the funding to 

executive your programs. There are many 

things we set out to accomplish but have 
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delayed due to funding like our building.

?When I came on board, I thought within 

two years we would have gotten pass the 

stage we are presently. Though we have 

tried by signing a contract that will get 

the project to roofing stage, but we 

wished to do more. When we came on 

board it was at the third floor stage. We 

are taking it to the final floor and 

COVID-19 contributed to these 

challenges.

Apart from that, sincerely, members of 

the executive, the secretariat are all 

performing well. All our activities have 

received interest from within and outside 

the country.

Prof. Adesina Sodiya added that his 

major interest is to leave NCS better than 

he met it.

When asked how easy or difficult has it 

been combining his lecturing job with the 

NCS presidency, he said:

?It is actually a lot of work combining the 

two tasks. NCS work at times is more 

than full-time work; that is if you want to 

really dedicate yourself to it. Bur because 

of the interest we have to continue to do 

our part because we have generations 

coming that we have to set pace for 

them. Well, I am used to multi-tasking.

The NCS President, Prof. Adesina Sodiya 

also declared NCS?s stand on the current 

travails of the Minister of 

Communications and Digital Economy, 

Dr. Isa Ali Ibrahim (Pantami), NIMC 

project, NIN-SIM integration policy, 

national security agenda, and efforts to 

close ranks with other IT related bodies 

to achieve common goal of economic 

and professional development in Nigeria.

.....Prof. Adesina Sodiya?s 20 months+ stewardship as President of NCS          Contd. from Pg 2
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Digit al  Economy: FG Ur ged t o Invol ve 
Indigenous IT Pr of essional s

technology (IT) professionals in its digital 

economy drive in order to achieve the 

desired results.

President, Nigeria Computer Society 

(NCS), Prof. Adesina Sodiya, said the 

federal government would achieve faster 

and better results when indigenous IT 

professionals are involved.

He frowned upon the situation where the 

federal government still rely on foreign IT 

professionals to execute sensitive 

government projects, thereby putting 

citizens? sensitive data at risk while 

encouraging capital flight in the process.

Sodiya, together with the Executive 

Secretary of NCS, Mr. Iyiola Ayoola, spoke 

in Lagos recently, during the monthly 

interactive session with the media.

According to Sodiya, ?NCS has experts in 

all areas of Information Technology.

We have professionals with global 

competitive skills that we need as a 

nation to drive our IT projects, especially 

the drive towards achieving digital 

economy by digitizing all government 

processes. What we believe is that the 

government needs to look inward, 

support indigenous IT professionals by 

providing enabling environment, and 

supporting indigenous experts to deliver 

the right solutions when needed.?

He gave instances how a member of NCS, 

developed and launched home-grown 

solution called Konn3ct, designed for 

online meetings and conferences that 

could favourably compete with the likes 

Zoom, Microsoft Team, and Webex.

He said such NCS member needed 

government support and the enabling 

business environment to perfect the 

solution and develop more for the 

country.

?The target we have set for ourselves at 

NCS is that nobody will be using foreign 

related meeting apps before the end of 

the year, especially when Konn3ct is 

available. There are other organisations 

coming up with a lot of solutions. FinTrak 

has a lot of products for the financial 

sector. They are competing at the global 

level, receiving recognitions. So, in the 

area of software, there is no software 

that Nigerians cannot develop as a 

nation.

?We have the talents and skills, but 

patronage and government support are 

the biggest issues we face. I am aware of 

a bank in Nigeria that spends about $200 

million on foreign software annually. You 

can imagine if we have that money 

he federal government has been 

urged to involve information T
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injected into Nigeria?s economy, we will 

be able to create more jobs for our 

growing youth population,? Sodiya said.

He added that with the development of 

the financial technology (fintech) 

startups, the banks are beginning to 

understand they can?t continue to look 

outside.

Sodiya blamed the federal government 

for the slow adoption of digital 

transformation, as most Ministries, 

Department and Agencies (MDAs) of 

government still want to retain the old 

system of communication. He however 

promised that NCS would continue to 

educate and engage them in series of 

discussions.

Ayoola, also stressed the need for the 

federal government to domesticate 

broadband policies, through the 

domestication of the office of the 

National Information Technology 

Development A

agency (NITDA) across the states and 

local government areas of the country, in 

order to ease decision making and 

deployment of government services.

?The federal government will need to 

make that sacrifice of domesticating 

broadband policies if government is 

really serious about developing rural and 

unserved communities,? Ayoola said.

For some time now NCS has been calling 

on the federal government and state 

governors to domesticate the office of 

NITDA across different sates, including 

other government agencies like Galaxy 

Backbone. If that is achieved, 

development will happen faster, 

especially in the area of infrastructure 

deployment. The idea of government 

operating from a single office of NITDA in 

Abuja, will slow development across the 

country, Ayoola further said.

He explained that it would be difficult to 

stay in Abuja and make policies that 

affect rural areas when it comes to 

infrastructural deployment.

Although Ayoola commended the current 

initiative of NITDA to build ICT hubs in 

each of the six geopolitical zones of the 

country, he however said Nigeria could 

build more ICT hubs if NITDA?s office is 

replicated in all the states and local 

government areas.

.....Digital Economy: FG Urged to Involve Indigenous IT Professionals          Contd. from Pg 4
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Niger ia: How nat ional  dat abase can be 
used t o  f ight  insecur it y - Sodiya

this interview he assessed the National 

Identity Management Commission (NIMC?s) 

project aimed at building a robust, secured 

and valid national database for the country.

He also looked at the security situation and 

solutions viz-a-viz the NIN-SIM integration 

policy of the Federal Government.

He discussed other fundamental issues in 

the Nigeria?s information technology 

ecosystem. Excerpt:  

In a new area of  ICT developm ent  in 

Niger ia, recent ly t he Federal Governm ent  

l i f t ed ban on new SIM cards regist rat ion, 

which has been an issue; Niger ians 

com plained t hat  t he decision was very 

harsh on t hem  and businesses. Would 

you say we achieved t he purpose of  t hat  

ban? How do you see t he secur it y 

sit uat ion in t he count ry now ?

Prof. Sodiya: Talking about security in the 

country and how we have been able to 

tackle it viz-a-viz the policy that the Ministry 

of Communications and Digital Economy 

brought to bear some times ago; as a 

nation, we actually needed to link the SIM 

cards and our National Identification 

Number (NIN) together.

The policy is actually a good one, because all 

along we have been emphasizing the need 

for us to know ourselves (Nigeria?s 

population with valid identity).

There are many foreigners in this country 

that we know nothing (no identification) 

about them. Some of them ran to this 

country without proper documentations. 

Essentially, it is a good thing the Ministry 

took steps towards ensuring that we have a 

unified national database.

Of course, the security challenges we have in 

Nigeria is still there even with the NIN 

registration. I think as at the last count the 

total number of registrations is 51 million 

plus. Of course, we know that we are close 

to 200 million now. It then shows we have 

less than 50% of the populations covered 

(registered). One could have expected that 

the majority of Nigerians by now should 

have been registered.

Don?t forget that the immediate registration 

target was meant to close by January 2021, it 

was extended; and the Ministry has 

rof. Simon Adesina Sodiya is the 

President, Nigeria Computer Society. In P
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continued to extend it to give room for more 

registrations. We are thinking that the 

database should be close to 90% in terms of 

NIN enrollments. Unfortunately, I don?t think 

we?ve gotten to that.

I think we are just around the average. The 

truth is that we cannot completely solve 

security problem in this country overnight, 

especially if you don?t have a safe and 

secured national database.

We?re also talking about adopting 

technology to solving the security 

challenges. The primary technology here is a 

valid national database.

If you?re able to match fingerprints to 

suspected criminal then you are making 

ahead way. In other words, if you fail to 

match fingerprints and financial records to a 

database, you will not be able to know 

where to start in solving large scale security 

challenge like terrorism.

So, we need to know ourselves and we need 

to continue to encourage ourselves. The 

policy that government is trying to push is 

that every citizen of this country must 

register. I want to encourage Nigerians to 

get registered.

Government?s policy has not yielded 

expected results because not everybody has 

registered. We don?t want to get to a 

situation where this policy direction fails to 

assist law enforcement agencies to be able 

track criminals.

There are also occasions where some of 

these criminal elements perpetuate their 

evil acts and run away. There are so many 

things we can use to know who these people 

are.

We should also be considering getting our 

forensic acts together to be able to interpret 

fingerprints in-country. Some of the 

criminals or bandits leave fingerprints on 

some surfaces. You know, some of them 

attack villages and people using motorbikes 

and in some cases they leave these bikes 

behind.

Those tools can still be used be track them. 

So, if we are going to fully adopt technology 

(ICT) to assist in solving problem of security 

in our nation, we need this national 

database; that policy is good and we are 

hopeful that it will become more impactful 

in the fight against insecurity.

We are encouraging NIMC to continue in this 

direction. They should also continue with 

mobilisation and encouraging citizens to 

enroll. There are times when the application 

of force fails to achieve the desired result. 

We have seen that even with the threats by 

the Ministry that failure to register within 

certain period, a SIM card user stands to get 

disconnected and so forth; the registration 

hasn?t improved as desired. But we take 

solace in the fact that we have moved from 

the situation in the past. Definitely we shall 

get it right. A time is coming when NIN will 

be needed for JAMB examinations and some 

fillings with the government agencies.

You just  said t hat  t he NIN-SIM 

int egrat ion policy is good, alt hough 

.....Nigeria: How national database can be used to fight insecurity - Sodiya Contd. from Pg 6
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insecur it y persist s. Do you see t he 

NIN-SIM int egrat ion addressing 

insecur it y in t he count ry? On t he issue of  

nat ional dat abase, t here are dat a 

residing in si lo dat a cent ers which ought  

t o have been int egrat ed, so how is NCS 

suppor t ing NIMC in t h is regard?

Prof. Sodiya: Let me start by saying that 

when the present government came on 

board about six years ago, Nigeria Computer 

Society was pushing on the need a national 

integrated database. And we were talking to 

the then Secretary to Government of 

Federation (SGF), Babachir Lawal. In fact, 

NCS at that time constituted a committee to 

come up with a model that is suitable for the 

purpose; a model that we can use to actually 

integrate our different databases. We made 

a presentation to the SGF. We also made 

other proposals including suggesting the 

policy on whistleblowing. The government 

adopted that policy (on whistleblowing) 

without ever recognising the body (NCS) that 

presented it to them.

So, on the issue of databases operating in 

silos, we are even wasting resources where 

the National Population Commission will 

have its data warehouse, the Immigration 

Service operates a separate database; 

Police, Customs, and others. So, our 

presentation centered on the fact that we 

must have a primary record.

The primary and/or foundational record will 

harmonise these different databases. And 

that is the direction NIMC is going now. 

Don?t forget NIMC had told us not to expect 

any plastic card so soon. What is important 

now is the NIN with which they will have 

handshake with other agencies. When the 

records are harmonized we will have the 

primary key, because in any national 

database you cannot have just one feed.

You will have the NIN with primary 

biometrics information; fingerprints, etc. So, 

there will be other information relating to 

different agencies like call records, 

registration, vehicle registration, vehicle 

numbers, the owner, year of purchase, etc., 

these are to be generated by these sister 

agencies. But information that has to do 

with personal identity will have to be 

retained by NIMC. Even the ones by banks 

have to be linked to NIMC?s database.

We are happy to have a DG who is ready to 

interact with stakeholders. We?re also 

presently developing a training programme 

for the staff of NIMC. So, NIMC is working 

with us and any time we have insights to 

assist the work we present to the 

Commission. That is not to say it is now 

uhuru with regards fully ready national 

database. They still need to improve on their 

program, because if they?re not at a situation 

where about 95% of the citizens have NIN, I 

think we are not yet there. Building a robust 

national database is work in progress.

For  fu l l  int erview  st ory, Kindly visit

ht t ps:/ / t echeconom y.ng/2021/04/niger ia-

how-nat ional-dat abase-can-be-used-t o-

f ight -insecur it y-sodiya/

.....Nigeria: How national database can be used to fight insecurity - Sodiya Contd. from Pg 6
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Niger ian s t udent s  ARE gr appl ING wit h high 
int er net  cos t s  among o t her  concer ns - 

OLAMILEKAN ABOLADE 

Students are grappling with high internet 

cost and some other concerning issues, he 

made know a case of student from South 

West, in his words he said: 

Mowa Ijasanmi is a university student in 

southwest Nigeria. He spends as much as  

N18,000 ($50) every month to access the 

internet. His time on the internet is spent 

attending virtual meetings, streaming or 

downloading lecture videos, and 

communicating with people. The high cost 

of data in Nigeria is one of the many 

challenges Nigerian students like Mowa 

face.

High Cost  of  Int ernet

In terms of usage, Nigerian students and 

youths are among the highest users of 

internet services especially those in the IT 

sector. In a recent survey of 85 countries, 

Nigeria was reported to have one of the 

highest costs of internet service globally 

and in Africa. On the overall analysis of the 

digital quality of life index in 2020, Nigeria 

ranked 81st out of 85 countries. To improve 

the state of the internet, the Nigerian 

government last year announced it was 

looking at achieving 70% broadband 

penetration in four years and digitizing 

government processes for openness and 

speed of service delivery. With Nigeria?s 

internet penetration at almost 50%, 

achieving this feat looks like a low hanging 

fruit.

Invest ing in Technology Inf rast ruct ure

As part of its efforts to provide technology 

infrastructure, in November 2020, the 

Federal Government of Nigeria 

commissioned the National Centre for 

Artificial Intelligence and Robotics in Abuja. 

The centre was said to be equipped with a 

3Dprinter, training facilit ies, a digital 

innovation lab, a co-working space for 

startups, and many more.

In February 2021, the construction of a 

National ICT Park, which was estimated to 

cost a whopping N8.1Billion ($23.4M), was 

approved.

These recent projects make one wonder 

why so much is being spent on buildings 

when a significant portion of the nation?s 

citizens are still battling with digital 

lamilekan Abolade, the NACOS 

National President said Nigerian o
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illiteracy, 

It?s worth questioning if these projects just 

sound good on paper but in reality, have 

litt le or no impact. How many individuals 

have access to these facilit ies?

Im proving Digit al Lit eracy

Another target set by the Nigerian 

government is to achieve 95% digital 

literacy in 10 years. I agree it?s the right step 

forward and one of the prerequisites of 

having a digital economy, but what steps 

are taken to reach this goal?

With a population of over 200 million 

people, we cannot deny the fact that 

Nigeria is in dire need of digital literacy 

infrastructures and reformed 

communications policies. 

The  National Information Technology 

Development Agency (NITDA), under the 

Ministry Of  Communications And Digital 

Economy recently announced the 

commencement of Digital Literacy and 

Skills Programme for States. This is a  great 

development but the question here is who 

are the beneficiaries of this skill 

programme as it is said that only 540 per 

state and a total of 20,000 youths will be 

beneficial of the program across the 36 

states of the federation? Just 20,000 youths 

out of over 100million youths in the 

country.

One solution is to recognize and engage 

local actors and stakeholders to take up the 

responsibility.  By doing this, this program 

would be able to benefit a wider audience.

Enabling environm ent  for  t ech st ar t ups

The tech startup space has shown great 

promise in Nigeria, with the success stories 

of companies like Paystack, Flutterwave 

and Interswitch. A significant portion of the 

$1.3 billion venture money that was 

invested in Africa, was invested in Nigerian 

based companies.  It?s expensive to run a 

tech startup. The cost of getting 

technological gadgets is on the rise ? 

Smartphones, Tablets, Laptops,  IoT devices 

and several others. It?ll be helpful if the 

government can intensify its efforts to 

reduce the startup costs of running a tech 

startup.  Issuing grants and forming 

partnerships with essential service 

providers like Amazon Web service would 

be helpful.

In conclusion, there?s so much that the 

government can do to create an enabling 

environment for Nigerian students, these 

are just a few out of many. However, the 

Nigeria Association of Computing Students 

(NACOS) which has been the apex students 

platform championing the development of 

Information Technology in Nigeria is calling 

on the government through the National 

Information Technology Development 

Agency (NITDA) and Federal Ministry of 

Communications and Digital Economy to 

look into the potentials of this association 

to solve some of these challenges 

especially in the area of digital literacy as 

this will ensure that digital knowledge gets 

to the grassroots level.

.....Nigerian students are grapplIing with high internet costs among other concerns- Abolade Contd. from Pg 9
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FOR SUBMISSIONS OF 
ARTICLE OR EVENT
 KINDLY CONTACT  

EMAIL: 
e-voice@ncs.org.ng 

FOR ADVERT 
PLACEMENT
CONTACT:

0806 136 4681, 
0803 779 1078.
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updat e f r om Minist r y o f  Communicat ion 
and digit al  economy

Feder al  Gover nment  Empower s Niger ians Wit h 
Digit al  Skil l s In 12 St at es

trained citizens with digital skills in 

twelve states across the country.

This is to ensure that Nigerians have 

the adequate digital literacy, skills 

and access required to create digital 

jobs that can drive the Digital 

Economy of the country.

The Minister of Communications and 

Digital Economy, Dr Isa Pantami who 

presided over the virtual closing 

ceremony of the Digital Jobs 

Creation, training in Abuja, 

encouraged the beneficiaries to take 

advantage of the mentorship 

opportunities that will be made 

available and commit to the 

continuous acquisition of skills.

The training was coordinated by the 

Communications  Ministry,  in twelve 

states, covering all the 6 geopolitical 

zones in the country, as follows: 

Nasarawa and  Kogi (North-Central), 

Imo and Enugu (South-East), Katsina 

and Jigawa (North-West), Oyo and 

Ogun (South-West), Borno and 

Taraba (North-East) and, Edo and 

Delta (South-South).

Dr Pantami urged participants to 

take the opportunity given to them 

with all seriousness and ensure that 

they make good use of the 

knowledge and tools provided to 

create jobs for themselves and 

others in various sectors of the 

economy.

In a statement by the Minister?s 

Spokesperson, Mrs Uwa Suleiman 

said the Ministry is championing a 

paradigm shift that lays an emphasis 

TThe Federal government has 
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on skills, in preference to merely 

having degrees without skills, since 

degrees are meant to validate skills.

This is in line with the Digital Nigeria 

Programme launched by President 

Muhammadu Buhari, on the 19th of 

March 2020 and the Economic 

Sustainability Plan (ESP) of the 

Federal Government, which aims to 

enable Nigerians to respond robustly 

and appropriately to the challenges 

posed by the COVID-19 pandemic 

and propose clear-cut strategies to 

keep existing jobs and create 

opportunities for new ones.

The Digital Job Creation Programme 

also aligns with several pillars of the 

National Digital Economy Policy for a 

Digital Nigeria, including Pillar #2 on 

Digital Literacy and Skills.  This Pillar 

recognises the fact that citizens are 

the greatest assets in the digital 

economy and it supports the 

development of a large pool of 

digitally literate and digitally skilled 

citizens.

Participants were provided with 

laptops and some stipend in addition 

to the digital skills acquired during 

the training.

They will also be provided with a 

modem with a 1year broadband 

subscription.
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NCS Nat ional Secret ar iat  (Head Quar t ers):

Plot  10, Ot unba Jobi Fele Way, Behind MKO Abiola 
Garden

Alausa, Ikeja ? Lagos, Niger ia

E-m ail: ncs@ncs.org.ng  

Telephone:   +234 (0)8097744600, 09038353783

Abuja Of f ice:

Plot  1321, Aderem i Adesoji St reet , Cadast ral Zone 
B1, by Hot  FM, Gudu Dist r ict , Abuja

Telephone: 09-2907287, 234-(0)703-302-0271
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