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made a national program in Nigeria 

and which should be backed up with 

appropriate policies, the Nigeria 

Computer Society (NCS), has 

recommended to stakeholders in 

the agricultural sector.

NCS believes that IoT and Smart 

Agriculture possess the potential to 

address many of the nation?s 

security challenges, as contained in 

a communiqué issued at the end of its Webinar tit led: ?Building 

Capacities for Smart Agriculture in Nigeria,? and it took place on the 

17th of February, 2021.

Three papers were presented by experts during the Plenary Session 1 

while a 12-man panellist did justice to the theme during the discussion 

forum (Plenary Session 2).

The communiqué signed by the Executive Secretary of NCS, Engineer 

Iyiola Ayoola, was compiled from some of the questions, proposals and 

assertions made during the webinar, TechEconomy.ng can report.

The meeting agreed that implementing and adopting smart agriculture 

will improve productivity and profitability in Low- and Medium-Income 

Countries (LMIC).

?The potentials are huge as seen from the success stories from 

developed economies, hence there is need for more conceited efforts 

towards achieving this feat.

?The meeting posited that IoT and smart agriculture should 

immediately be made a national program in Nigeria and which should 

nternet of Things (IoT) and smart 

agriculture should immediately be 

IoT, smar t  agr icul t ur e shoul d  be 
made nat ional  pr ogr am in Niger ia - 
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be backed up with appropriate policies 

especially because of its potential to address 

many of the nation?s security challenges?, NCS 

said.

The Meeting recalls that smart agriculture 

requires heavy initial investments, recurring 

maintenance cost, strong Internet connectivity, 

as well as high cost of technology devices such 

as precision sensors, drones, gateways, bots, 

etc.

However, participants expressed concerns 

about how these barriers to successful 

implementation and adoption of smart 

agriculture can be resolved and call on the 

Government to facilitate the integration of IoT 

and smart agriculture in Nigeria particularly due 

to the high number of small holder farmers in 

the Country.

At the meeting, it was agreed that one of the 

factors for the successful implementation cases 

in India is the enhanced mobile network 

connectivity with reduced cost.

The Federal Ministry of Communication and 

Digital Economy (FMCDE) was tasked to 

immediately ensure that Nigerians have regular 

access to cheap, fast, and strong Internet 

connection as part of the capacities for smart 

agriculture in Nigeria.

NIGCOMSAT posits that with the satellite all the 

smart agriculture technologies can be 

implemented even in the rural areas.

?NIGCOMSAT and its channel partners can 

provide broadband connectivity through VSATs 

and TV White Spaces (TVWS) for individual 

farmers or farmers cooperatives in rural areas.

?Most farmers are not literate and may not have 

enough financial resources to adopt IoT and 

smart agriculture.

?The Government should implement policies 

that will encourage, motivate and mobilize small 

and medium holder farmers to adopt the 

practice of smart agriculture?, Ayoola said.

Meanwhile, the Communiqué recognizes the 

need to for a paradigm shift in the way 

knowledge is handled as far as agriculture is 

concerned.

?There is a huge gap between the farmers, 

commodity brokers, academia, and other 

stakeholders in the agro industry, etc. We must 

bridge this gap and leverage on the knowledge 

technology and entrepreneurship in 

Agriculture??

The meeting was particularly concerned with 

the literacy level of farmers. There is need for 

literacy education that is targeted at the farmers 

to enable them to key into the smart agriculture 

scheme.

?Extension and rural agriculture development 

officers should be retrained with appropriate 

skills and tools to   disseminate smart 

agriculture-based knowledge to farmers

The meeting highlights the need to embrace 

hydroponics farming to grow animal feeds 

which will create decent jobs, improve the 

economy and food security as well as tackle the 

national security menace created by the 

farmers/herders? clashes? , the communiqué 

reads.

The Nigerian Agricultural Insurance Corporation 

(NAIC), informed the meeting of the recent 

purchase of drones which are ready for 

deployment for aerial mapping and vegetation 

survey of farmlands. The agencies look forward 

to collaborators that are interested in research 

or projects involving drones.

National Information Technology Development 

Agency (NITDA) in its move to turn the 

agriculture sector around, came up with the 

National Adopted Village for Smart Agriculture 

(NAVSA) programme to provide farmers with 

technology to showcase their farm produce in 

the digital world market, more effort is required 
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in this direction.

?There is need for a Government formulated 

policy on data exchanges and ownership since 

smart agriculture involves a lot of data 

collection?.

The meeting was concerned with the 

arrangement in place as collaboration between 

industries and Universities towards taking 

agriculture to greater heights? Hence, 

Universities of Agricultures in Nigeria were 

challenged to assist the Nation by taking the 

lead and setting the pace for adoption of smart 

agriculture in Nigeria especially with regards to 

genetics and improved crop seedlings.

The meeting was also concerned with the low 

number of applicants into undergraduate 

agricultural programmes. The Universities, 

Governments and other stakeholders are to 

device frameworks and incentives that will 

encourage the youths and women to engage in 

agriculture, especially smart agriculture.

The Ivory Towers were also encouraged to move 

from theory to applied/practical/entrepreneurial 

based teaching models especially in agriculture 

because the present Universities curriculum 

does not give room for smart farming.

Individuals, Organizations and Government 

agencies such as the Federal Ministry of 

Communication and Digital Economy (FMCDE), 

Federal Ministry of Agriculture (FMOA), NITDA, 

NAIC, NIGCOMSAT, Federal University of 

Agriculture Abeokuta, Landmark University 

Omu-Aran, IoT Africa Network Ltd and Secure 

Agric Ltd, that were part of this webinar, should 

collaborate and initiate projects on smart 

agriculture should could be used as pilot 

schemes.

The meeting recommended that relevant 

stakeholders within the smart agriculture 

industry should adopt IoT based technologies 

like Sigfox, Agrikoin, etc. and collaborate with 

the indigenous Nigerian Companies 

championing them.

The Communiqué further calls on organizations 

like Microsoft and others with products in the 

IoT, Smart Agriculture and Data analytics 

domain for flexible price regime that are region 

specific to support countries like Nigeria with 

several smaller holder farmers.

On the international level, the Communiqué: 

calls on developed Countries in Europe, US, and 

Australia, etc to partner with Nigeria for 

industrial mentorship programs for technology 

and knowledge transfer.

The webinar was aimed at providing essential 

technical skills and techniques required for the 

adoption of smart agriculture in Nigeria.

It provided a comprehensive examination of the 

processes of precision agriculture, from the 

preparation stage through to the farming and 

post farming stages with the following specific 

topics:

- Principles and practices of precision 

agriculture;

- IoT-based Smart Agriculture for Nation?s 

Economic Advancement;

- End-to-end technology-based agricultural 

production management;

- Spectral sensing of crops from space air 

and ground;

- Machine learning in Agriculture: 

Techniques and Applications.

.....IoT, smart agriculture should be made national program in Nigeria - NCS          Contd. from Pg  2
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NCS Pr esident  Inaugur at es El ect or al  
Commit t ee

Committee for 2021 election was considered 

and approved.  Consequently the under 

listed are approved members of the 

committee.

1. Prof. Olatunji Okesola Chairman

2. Mr. Kenneth Egbufor Alt. Chairman

3. Dr. Muhammad Aliyu Member

4. Mr. Etim Amana Member

5. Mrs. Misturah Alaran Member

6. Engr. Femi Oluwaniyi Member

7. Mr. Taiwo Oyesanwo Secretary

The inauguration of the committee was held 

virtually on Friday, February 5, 2021 by Prof. 

Adesina Sodiya, President Nigeria Computer 

Society with other Council members: 

Mrs Elizabeth Orogun FNCS

Chairman, Credential Committee

Dr. Charles Onyeukwu FNCS

Chairman, Ethics and Disciplinary 

Committee

Mr. Iyiola Ayoola FNCS Executive 

Secretary

 President ?s Address

The President, Prof. Adesina Sodiya, 

welcomed everyone to the inauguration of 

the Electoral Committee. He said that the 

composition of the committee was approved 

by the National Executive Council in order to 

have election at the next conference as the 

tenure of this Present Council will lapse by 

July, 2021. He further pointed that NCS 

Election is an important activity that shaped 

and determines the progress and 

development of the Society.  It carries about 

fifteen different offices to contest for. 

Consequently, the committee members 

were extolled for their commitment to the 

NCS and he implored them to make use of 

their wealth of experience to coordinate and 

supervise the incoming election of the 

Society.   

The Oath of office was taken by the Electoral 

Committee Members and thereafter, the 

Chairman of the Committee Prof. Okesola 

gave the acceptance speech on behalf of the 

committee members. He stated that the 

committee have accepted to render this 

voluntary service where members have to 

use their various experience to conduct 

transparent and smooth election. 

The vote of thanks was said by the Executive 

Secretary, Mr. Iyiola Ayoola by thanking the 

President, other council members and 

Committee members. 

uring the last 21st Council meeting of 

Nigeria Computer Society, the electoral D
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THE BURIAL OF PROFESSOR OLUWUMI ENOCH SUNDAY 
LONGE ON FRIDAY, 29TH JANUARY, 2021 AT IBADAN, 

OYO STATE.

President and the first Fellow of the 

Computer Association of Nigeria (COAN) 

later known as Nigeria Computer Society,

He was the first chairman of the Education 

Committee of CPN, a committee responsible 

for the accreditation of all Computer 

Institutions and Professionals in Nigeria.

Thursday January 28th was the wake 

keeping at the church of Transfiguration at 

Agodi, GRA Ibadan.

The lying in state and Tributes took place on 

29th January, 2021 at The Trenchard Hall, 

University of Ibadan while the burial service 

took place also on the same day.

The programme started at 11:00 am at The 

Chapel of the Resurrection, University of 

Ibadan with Archbishops, Bishops, 

Archdeacons, Presbyters, Canons and Priest 

as the officiating Ministers with Nigeria 

Computer Society team ably led by 

Professor Adesina Sodiya and the Provost 

College of Fellow and the Executive 

Secretary Mr Iyiola Ayola was on hand to 

grace the occasion

The Funeral service was in three parts: In the 

Church, at the Graveside and at his 

residence.

The Church Services commenced with the 

reception of the body, and then there was 

the opening prayer, the singing of hymns, 

the reading of the bible and the tributes and 

special renditions by Christ School Anthem, 

the Men?s league society and most notable 

Nigeria Computer Society.

The church service was rounded up with 

prayers for the family and the congregation, 

and then there were Announcements and 

the concluding Hymns

At the Graveside, the events were very 

emotional with family, friends and well 

wishers weeping and wailing for the final 

interment of the renowned professor Olu 

Longe.

There were sentences read by the officiating 

ministers,  a hymn was sung thereafter there 

were committal and prayers.

It programme concluded with the 

benediction.

At his residence, there were friends and well 

wishers who came after the church service 

to comfort the surviving relatives.

Prayers were offered by the officiating 

ministers and the benediction as well.

ROFESSOR OLUWUMI ENOCH SUNDAY 

LONGE was the first Professor of 

Computer Science in Nigeria, the first 
P

From left is Dr Oladipupo, Prof Osofisan, Engr Folayan, The 
President Nigeria Computer Society, Prof Sodiya , Prof(Mrs) Longe, 

Mr. Iyiola Ayoola, The Executive Secretary and Some relatives of 
the late Prof Longe
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CONJUGAL  BLISS

Osafisan played host to friends, 

well-wishers and members of the IT 

community in the solemnization of holy 

matrimony of their children; Oyintomi 

Adepeju Osafisan and Olufemi Aderemi 

Obafemi, at the Chapel of Resurrection 

Church, University of Ibadan-Oyo State; 

on the 6th of February, 2021. 

Notable personalities in attendance are 

the President Nigeria Computer Society, 

Prof. Adesina Sodiya Adesina; President 

Computer Registration Council of Nigeria 

(CPN) Prof. Charles Uwadia; his Deputy, 

Mr. Kola Jagun; the Deputy Provost 

College of fellow, Mr. Sam Juwe; 

President NIWIT, Mrs. Bamidele 

Bayo-Osibo.  Others are Prof. Adebukola. 

Onashoga, South West Coordinator NCS;  

Dr. Dipo Folorunsho, Chairman of 

Welfare Committee of College of Fellows 

of NCS; Mr. Iyiola Ayoola, The Executive 

Secretary, Nigeria Computer Society 

(NCS). Mr. Goke Akinpelu, Head of Admin 

and Finance, NCS

The wedding which was well attended, 

had its reception at the same venue, the 

Chapel of Resurrection Church, Ibadan- 

Oyo State. Prof. (Mrs.) Adenike Osofisan 

has since appreciated all members of the 

IT profession for their presence.

he families of Emeritus Prof. 

Babafemi and Prof. Adenike T

From  The  Lef t : Prof. Soriyan; NIWIT President; Mrs. Bayo Osibo; 
Mrs. Huldah Adelola A.; Mr. Goke Akinpelu; Mr. Iyiola Ayoola; Prof 
(Mrs.) Adenike Osafisan; Mr. Kola Jagun: Prof. Adesina Sodiya; the 
Immediate Past President, Mrs. Florence Babalola; Prof. Onashoga 

S.A.; and Prof.  Charles Uwadia

From  t he lef t : Prof. Adesina Sodiya and Dr. ?Dipo Folorunsho

From  t he lef t : Mr. Sam Juwe, Deputy Provost, and College of 
Fellows; Prof?. Charles Onuwa Uwadiia
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updat e f r om Minist r y o f  Communicat ion 
and digit al  economy

Pant ami, St akehol der s Conf ir m Heal t h Saf et y 
Of  5G

Digital Economy, Dr. Isa Ali Ibrahim Pantami, 

has allayed the fears of Nigerians on the 

deployment of Fifth Generation (5G) 

technology in Nigeria, clarifying that there is 

no known scientific evidence till date 

suggesting that 5G poses any risks to public 

health and safety.

Pantami stated this when he led the heads 

of agencies under his ministry to an 

investigative public hearing by the Senate 

Joint Committee on Communications; 

Science and Technology; Information and 

Communications Technology (ICT) and Cyber 

Crimes; and Primary Health Care and 

Communicable Diseases, at the National 

Assembly Chamber in Abuja on Thursday, 

February 25, 2021.

The heads of agencies under the ministry, 

who were present at the hearing include the 

Executive Vice Chairman of the Nigerian 

Communications Commission (NCC), Prof. 

Umar Danbatta; Director-General, National 

Information Technology Development 

Agency (NITDA), Kashifu Abdullahi and the 

Managing Director of Nigerian 

Communications Satellites Limited 

(NigComSat), Dr. Abimbola Alale.

Speaking at the public hearing, Pantami 

eloquently affirmed the findings from 

independent scientific reports published by 

the International Telecommunication Union 

(ITU) and the World Health Organisation 

(WHO), both agencies of the United Nations 

(UN), which clearly indicate that there is no 

health risks to human lives associated with 

the deployment of 5G.

The Minister said after the initial approval by 

the President which led to the 

commencement, in 2019 of 5G trial in 

selected locations in the country and 

subsequent intervention of the National 

Assembly in 2020, seeking clarifications on 

probable health risks of 5G deployment, the 

Ministry had so far undertaken wide-ranging 

stakeholder consultations to ascertain the 

safety of 5G networks.

Pantami explained that, having aligned with 

the ITU and WHO reports and studied 5G 

deployment situations in many advanced 

countries where it has been fully deployed 

without any health risks, the ministry can 

affirmatively say that there is no health risks 

to 5G networks.

?To this end, we are also working on a 5G 

deployment policy that will take care of all 

security, health and safety concerns of 

Nigerians and we will get the nod of the 

President, after all issues have been 

addressed before we proceed with  our 

deployment, as we cannot afford to lag 

he Minister of Communications and 
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behind in the 5G revolution,? he said.

The Minister clarified that 5G is an enhanced 

technology over the previous technologies 

of 4G, 3G and 2G, the three of which have 

more radiations than the 5G technology, 

adding that the ?radiation from mobile 

technologies such as 5G is internationally 

certified by ITU and WHO as non-ionising, 

meaning such radiation does do not have 

harmful effect on human lives and it is far 

low compared with radiation from 

microwave oven that individuals use in their 

homes.?

Representatives of mobile networks 

operators (MNOs), telecom equipment 

vendors, Ministries, Departments and 

Agencies (MDAs), especially the Office of the 

National Security Adviser (ONSA), the 

National Agency for Science and Engineering 

Infrastructure (NASENI), National 

Environmental Standards and Regulations 

Enforcement (NESREA), National Office for 

Technology Acquisition and Promotion 

(NOTAP), among several others also spoke at 

the public hearing.

The stakeholders took turns to state their 

positions on 5G deployment and issues 

surrounding its health and safety concerns 

and almost unanimously aligned with the 

scientific reports from ITU and WHO cited by 

the Minister.

Earlier in his address, the President of the 

Senate, Dr. Ahmed Lawan, said the Senate 

resolved on May 5, 2020, that the joint 

committee conduct the public hearing, 

following a motion of public importance and 

urgency by Sen. Uche Ekwunife, Chairman, 

Senate Committee on Science and 

Technology to resolve all public health and 

safety concerns around 5G before NCC can 

proceed with its deployment in Nigeria.

After listening to all the views and 

submissions by the various stakeholders, 

the Lead Chairman of the Senate Joint 

Committee, Sen. Oluremi Tinubu, said that 

the purpose of the public enquiry is meant 

to help clarify and allay the fears of any 

health concerns among Nigerians.

?We hope all the submissions here today 

which point to the same direction on the 

safety of 5G to human lives will put the mind 

of Nigerians at rest that there is nothing to 

fear. We also hope that Nigerians will be 

looking forward to having 5G deployed in 

Nigeria.?

She emphasised the commitment of the 

National Assembly to always take a neutral 

position on any issue generating public 

health, safety and security concerns among 

Nigerians until more clarifications are 

sought from concerned stakeholders.
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