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collaboration between the federal 

government and Microsoft, a 

foreign software giant, will stifle 

indigenous technology growth 

and hamper local content 

development.

NCS President, Prof. Adesina 

Sodiya, who raised the concern 

said: ?Vice President Yemi 

Osinbanjo is trying to engage Microsoft on National Economic 

Development. Although the area of engagement is still not clear to 

us, but if it is in the area of software development, we have 

indigenous software developers in Nigeria who are NCS members 

that are capable of developing indigenous software solutions that 

could address specific challenges of Nigeria.?

According to him, the idea of government recognising a foreign 

software company and neglecting indigenous software 

developers, would dampen the spirit and zeal for technology 

innovation, while discouraging local content development.

?Government must collaborate with NCS on matters that have to 

do with National Economic Development in order to grow 

indigenous technology and promote local content development. 

Nigeria has a regulatory council that is saddled with the 

responsibility of regulating the practice of Information Technology 

he Nigeria Computer Society 

(NCS) has said the recent 
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in Nigeria, which is the Computer 

Professionals Registration Council of Nigeria 

(CPN), and the NCS is the umbrella body for 

all IT professionals in Nigeria. ?Government 

should begin to engage these professional 

bodies in matters concerning National 

Economic Development, and not a foreign 

software company like Microsoft,? Sodiya 

said.

He further said in developed countries of the 

world, governments would always engage 

the national IT bodies of their countries 

when it comes to issues of national 

development, and advised Nigerian 

government to learn from them in order to 

grow the Nigerian economy much faster.

He insisted that NCS could develop the 

software needs of Nigeria, and advised 

government not to look elsewhere to get 

things done. Recently our members 

developed e-meeting and e-conference 

platform that can compete favourably with 

Zoom and the likes, Sodiya said.

He equally blamed the Independent National 

Electoral Commission (INEC) for not believing 

in NCS and the Nigerian IT professionals in 

matters of technology that would drive 

electoral processes in the country.

?INEC is another government body that is 

ignoring the IT profession in Nigeria. NCS has 

made several attempts to assist INEC in 

addressing some technicalities in election 

matters, especially in the area of card 

readers for election process. We have written 

INEC severally to allow us be part of the 

process so that we can give technical advice 

in the use of card readers for elections but 

such request was never granted. Instead, 

INEC will prefer to engage foreign tech 

companies and expatriates in technical 

issues that we can handle internally in 

Nigeria,? Sodiya said.

We wrote a letter to INEC recently, asking for 

collaboration for the proper guidance in the 

purchase of card readers in the next general 

elections and to our greatest surprise, INEC 

did not honour the letter.

Last year, INEC invited over 20 organisations 

to discourse the deployment of e-voting 

system in Nigeria, but NCS as a critical 

stakeholder in IT development in Nigeria was 

not invited to be part of the screening 

process and that is why Nigeria has not been 

able to successfully address the issues 

around e-voting system, Sodiya further said.

While citing some of the technical hitches 

that the National Identity Management 

Commission (NIMC) is facing, Sodiya said 

NIMC would overcome such challenges if 

properly funded.

He called on the federal government to focus 

on policy implementation that would 

enhance capacity building in 2021, having 

dwelt so much on digital transformation, 

Artificial Intelligence (AI), e-governance and 

automation processes in 2020. ?We need 

implementation plan to drive these initiatives 

and we also need to see action plan on policy 

implementation on these emerging 

technologies,? Sodiya said.
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NCS member s ar e al ways r eady t o assist  
NIMC, ot her s on IT devel opment  ? Pr of  

Sodiya

Management Commission (NIMC), to deliver on 

the ongoing project ? that is, to have all 

citizens/residents enrolled on the national 

identity database.

The workload appears overwhelming for the 

Commission following a directive by the Federal 

Government of Nigeria that all SIM Card holders 

should link them to a National Identification 

Number (NIN).

The Nigerian National ID project started in 1976 

during the Military rule of General Olusegun 

Obasanjo.

Meanwhile, the IT professionals are unhappy that 

despite the efforts so far, less than one-quarter 

of the county?s population are yet to be enrolled 

on the national database which calls for more 

capacity on the side of NIMC.

To this end, the professionals under the umbrella 

? Nigeria Computer Society ? have expressed 

their willingness to provide both technological 

and human capacity needed to executive the 

project.

It could be recalled that NCS had offered to assist 

NIMC before now, but as the February 19 

deadline draws closer and with the report that 

about 47.8 million NINs have been linked to SIM 

cards, it now obvious that many citizens risk 

disconnection from using mobile network 

services.

The President of the Nigeria Computer Society, 

Prof. Adesina Sodiya, said that the Society have 

always expressed their readiness to partner with 

both private and public organisations towards 

execution of IT-related projects.

Sodiya said that as a Society they had foresaw 

that NIMC?s project requires extensive work and 

expanded project partners to meet-up with the 

expectations of the government.

He said that NCS had at a time ?challenged? 

NIMC?s management on better ways of realising 

the NIN enrolment target. The Society even went 

ahead to constitute a ?Committee on NIMC? which 

is meant to analyse and recommend better ways 

to executive the project and other similar 

registrations.

The NCS President further warned that 

decentralization of the process is one of ways to 

ensure COVID-19 protocols are adhered to, even 

as COVID-19 cases in the country have been on 

increase recently.

He further explained that, ?As a Society, we see 

things ahead, especially in the area of IT 

development. Of course, that is why we are 

there. We challenged NIMC at that time on better 

ways of realising the National Identification 

Number (NIN) registration. Even last year when 

the Joint Admission and Matriculation Board 

wanted to enforce the NIN usage for candidates? 

registration; they had to ditch it, even for that 

small number of people.

?Now, we are talking about over 70% of the 

population. You want to force them to complete 

this registration within how many weeks? It is 

actually a problem.

When we heard they have registered or 

accredited about 2,000 organisations to assist in 

he Nigeria Computer Society have again 

offered to assist the National Identity T
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the registration, I quickly placed a call to the 

Director General of NIMC with the intent to 

understand why the previously approved 

partners (by NIMC) could not deliver on this 

project.

?What I could deduce from the responses and 

other investigations I carried out was that NIMC 

was expected to release the initial mobilization 

fund. Unfortunately, NIMC didn?t have the funds. 

Secondly, some of them were said to lack the 

capacity to deliver on the project.

?Then, the question NIMC needs to address is: 

Why did you approve their participation in the 

process in the first place? This is the time they 

really need those people; to assist in the 

registration process. I understand they (the 

registrants) were to be paid an equivalent of 

$1/NIN registered. And that project is sponsored 

by the World Bank. In all fairness to the DG, Engr. 

A. Aziz, he is very open to receiving advice.

?The Nigeria Computer Society recently 

constituted a Committee on NIMC ?activities. 

Whatever recommendations we have, we sent to 

the DG and will continue to do that until the goal 

is actualised.

?In fact, we had proposed to NIMC to leverage 

the NCS Chapters across the States to extend the 

NIN registration centres. In a case that is not 

visible, we have members who care credible and 

capable to make this work?.

Prof. Sodiya also advised the Federal 

Government to have a rethink on the plan to bar 

SIM card users who failed to link-up with a NIN, 

stressing that it will affect many Small and 

Medium Enterprises (SMEs) that are reliant on 

SIM cards to carry out their businesses.

He also said called on the Ministry of 

Communications and Digital Economy 

(FMoC&DE), to convene stakeholders? meeting to 

discuss further steps to be taken to achieve the 

digital economy agenda.

The Body was formed in 1978 based on the 

vision and aspirations of the initial members and 

was initially called Computer Association of 

Nigeria (CAN).

The name was soon changed to COAN. COAN 

was established as the umbrella body of all IT 

professionals in Nigeria.

.....NCS members are always ready to assist NIMC, others on IT development ? Prof Sodiya          Contd. from Pg 3
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IFIP RESTORED NCS MEMBERSHIP

has restored the Membership of 

Nigeria Computer Society (NCS) 

after the present administration led 

by Professor Adesina S. Sodiya 

showed commitment and readiness 

to be fully involved in all IFIP 

activities. NCS Membership was 

suspended about 4 years ago due 

to NCS inactivity and lack of 

participation at IFIP events. 

International Federation for 

Information Processing (IFIP) is the 

umbrella organization for national 

societies all over the world working 

in the field of information 

processing and technology. It was 

established in 1960 under the 

auspices of UNESCO as a result of 

the first World Computer Congress 

held in Paris in 1959.

With this development, NCS 

remains Nigeria representative at 

IFIP and can now be represented at 

all IFIP events and meetings. This 

current NEC is assuring members 

that NCS will certainly attain 

desirable status and take its rightful 

places in the structure and 

operations of IFIP. The President, 

Prof. A. S. Sodiya, has also 

mentioned that NCS will be 

represented at the next general 

assembly of IFIP holding in Geneva, 

Switzerland.

NCS is working towards enhancing 

further internal collaborations and 

affiliations.   

he International Federation for 

Information Processing (IFIP) T
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updat e f r om Minist r y o f  Communicat ion 
and digit al  economy

Dat a Pr ot ect ion Day: NIN sil ver  l ining f or  
e- gover nment , digit al  economy-  Pant ami

the present administration attaches much 

importance to the ongoing registration for 

the National Identity Number (NIN), because 

it is strategic to e-government and digital 

economy drive of government.

Pantami who spoke on Thursday in Abuja 

during the 2021 Global Privacy Day 

Celebrations.

While he called on Nigerians to take data 

protection, privacy very seriously,  he 

stressed that NIN has been designed to 

correct the long existing lapses in the 

country?s database.

?The current efforts of the Federal Ministry 

of Communications and Digital Economy in 

encouraging Nigerians to register for the 

National Identity Number (NIN) is a strategic 

and critical national effort to ensure 

Nigerians have a credible, converged and 

consistent database for identity purposes.

?The value of this would become 

appreciated with the ease at which 

e-government services would be delivered, 

the reduction in crime, and general 

efficiency guaranteed by the database.

?Identifying every Nigeria is a soft 

infrastructure needed to achieve our digital 

economy objective?, Pantami said.

He further urged the African Union to pay 

more attention to data protection in the 

continent,  saying that 1.3 billion people in 

Africa were great asset to its economic 

development.

He also called for the creation of an African 

Single Digital Market (ASDM) which he said 

was critical to having a data sovereignty.

?I implore the African Union Commission 

and our international partners to support 

Nigeria?s call for creating an African Single 

Digital Market (ASDM).

?This would enable the continent gain the 

advantage of economies of 1.3 billion 

people. The ASDM would also help us have 

data sovereignty in such a way as to protect 

data while also protecting the multinational 

technology investors?, he added.

Meanwhile, in his address at the webinar, 

the Director General of the National 

Information Technology Development 

Agency (NITDA), Mr. Kashifu Abdullahi, said 

the issue of identity, data collection and 

management were imperative and  

government must put in place the necessary 

mechanisms to get things right.

He said since the country started 

implementing digital economy policies, over 

2,686 new jobs had been created.

He also said data protection sector which is 

valued at N2.3billion had been created.

The Minister of Communications and 

Digital Economy, Dr. Ali Pantami said 
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NIN, So f t  Inf r as t r uc t ur e Fo r  Dig it al  
Economy - Pant ami

Thursday 28th January, 2021 urged Nigerians to 

register for their National Identity Number (NIN) 

which would be a great tool toward achieving a 

digital economy.

Pantami said this at the Global Data Privacy Day 

celebration organised nationally by the  National 

Information Technology Development Agency 

(NITDA) in Abuja.

Global Privacy Day is being celebrated every Jan. 

28, to raise awareness on the need for data 

privacy both for individuals and public 

institutions in line with best global practices.

In Nigeria, the week-long programme had its 

theme as ?Harnessing Data as Critical 

Infrastructure for the Digital Economy? and 

featured webinars, quiz competition by 

secondary school students, among other 

activities.

?The current efforts of the Federal Ministry of 

Communications and Digital Economy in 

encouraging Nigerians to register for NIN is a 

strategic and critical national effort to ensure 

Nigerians have a credible, converged and 

consistent database for identity purposes.

?The value of this would become appreciated 

with the ease at which e-government services 

would be delivered, the reduction in crime and 

general efficiency guaranteed by the database.?

?Identifying every Nigeria is a soft infrastructure 

needed to achieve our digital economy 

objective,? Pantami said.

According to him, the needed pieces for the 

digital economy is falling in place and we are 

committed to laying a solid and lasting 

foundation for a digital Nigeria.

He said that the Nigerian Data Protection 

Regulation (NDPR) established on Jan. 25, 2019 

was a critical regulation to a digital economy 

and needed all stakeholders to take it seriously.

Pantami commended NITDA on its effort to 

implement the NDPR adding that the Federal 

Government would support the agency to 

ensure compliance to the regulation and 

enforcement where necessary.

?Data must therefore be harnessed and 

properly regulated in order to achieve an 

orderly use of such valuable asset.?

?Public and private sector data controllers must 

now take note that non-compliance with the 

NDPR is a breach with administrative, civil and 

criminal liabilit ies,? he said.

He added that the ministry was working with 

relevant organs of government to ensure a 

comprehensive Data Protection Act that would 

drive digital economy.

According to him, lessons from the NDPR would 

form the foundation for the Act and we hope to 

continue playing a leading role in deepening 

data protection and digital economy in Africa.

Pantami urged African Union Commission and 

international partners to support the country 

toward an African Single Digital Market (ASDM) 

to boost economy in the region.

?The ASDM would also help us have data 

sovereignty in such a way as to protect data 

while also protecting the multinational 

technology investors.?

he Minister of Communications and 

Digital Economy, Dr. Isa Pantami, on T
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NCS Nat ional Secret ar iat  (Head Quar t ers):

Plot  10, Ot unba Jobi Fele Way, Behind MKO Abiola 
Garden

Alausa, Ikeja ? Lagos, Niger ia

E-m ail: ncs@ncs.org.ng  

Telephone:   +234 (0)8097744600, 09038353783

Abuja Of f ice:

Plot  1321, Aderem i Adesoji St reet , Cadast ral Zone 
B1, by Hot  FM, Gudu Dist r ict , Abuja

Telephone: 09-2907287, 234-(0)703-302-0271
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